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Bellevue Rotary Continues Tradition of Community Service

Annual Auction Supports Eastside Baby Corner

(Bellevue, WA) An estimated six hundred supporters of Bellevue Rotary gathered together at the Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue, Washington on Saturday evening, May 8, 2010 for the annual Bellevue Rotary Auction, Dinner and Dance, benefiting the Eastside Baby Corner and the Bellevue Rotary Foundation.

It was a festive evening, which began with three silent auctions, two raffles and a delicious dinner. Rich Herzberg, President of the Bellevue Rotary Club welcomed the audience and asked the crowd to raise their paddles often in support of the Bellevue Rotary Foundation. “Our primary beneficiary tonight is Eastside Baby Corner, an organization that provides for families in need,” said Mr. Herzberg.  “We are helping them anchor their Bridge to Sustainability program, which will help pay for the infrastructure to facilitate their transfer from an all-volunteer organization to a substantial sustaining organization.”

The live auction featured nearly 40 exciting items, including, a week at a villa at Cabo San Lucas, a pampered Palm Springs getaway, and an opportunity to join the Seattle Mariners grounds crew for a game at Safeco Field!  During the Fund-A-Need, auctioneer April Brown asked the audience to raise their paddles to help support Eastside Baby Corner. They graciously responded by donating over $100,000 in much needed funding. Karen Ridlon, Founder and Executive Director of Eastside Baby Corner was delighted with the support, saying, “You are helping EBC keep our promise to the community that we will be here for the social workers, nurses, teachers and counselors who are helping families, providing another generation of children what they need to survive. We are all deeply grateful.”

Auctioneer April Brown complimented Bellevue Rotary and the generous sponsors. “This auction has been an annual tradition on the Eastside for over twenty years, providing much needed resources for many wonderful organizations that serve our growing community,” said April.  “Thanks to the title sponsor American Family Insurance, and to all the corporate sponsors.  Tonight we were able to help many, many families in dire need. It was wonderful to see so many people give so generously and enthusiastically!”

The rock band Red Herring, playing music of the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s, concluded a memorable evening.

Celebrating nearly 20 years of fund raising, April Brown’s Powerhouse Auction Team includes a trio of media personalities and auction professionals, including Mike Brown from ESPN 710 and Neil Scott, update anchor on Sports Radio 950 KJR. April Brown’s Charity Auction World is one of the West Coast’s premier auction services, specializing exclusively in raising money for non-profit organizations.   www.charityauctionworld.com
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