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Learning Tree Community Celebrates Success

Auction Supports School Basic Upgrades

(Seattle, WA)  Parents and friends of The Learning Tree Montessori Preschool gathered up on Capital Hill at the Knights of Columbus Hall on Saturday night, May 1, 2010 for the annual auction benefiting the Learning Tree Scholarship Fund.

Three different silent auctions highlighted the early evening, followed by an amazing meal, which included chicken braised in apples and leeks, served with roasted spaghetti sauce. 

Vincent Duffy, Learning Tree’s director, welcomed friends and family, focusing on ongoing needs.  This year’s big concern is replacing the tables and chairs that young children have been using for over thirty years.  “It’s time for some fresh replacements,” said Mr. Duffy, “children deserve ergonomically correct seating and tables that are just right height for growing bodies.”

Learning Tree Montessori was co-founded in 1979 by Laurie Wick and Roslyn Duffy.  Both were in attendance at the annual event.  “ Part of our early vision was to create a true community for families, so that parents can actively participate in the program,” said Laurie. Roslyn added, “We believe we are making a difference in the world by encouraging children to become peaceful and capable young people.”

The live auction featured some unique items, procured by family members and volunteers, including a relaxing getaway to Lopez Island, the use of a condo at Whistler, and a California and Washington Cult Cabernet wine tasting.

Auctioneer April Brown marveled at the history of Learning Tree.  “This amazing preschool has been a part of our community for over 30 years,” said April.  “The vision of the original founders has remained focused on creating a preschool where urban children with working parents from all economic backgrounds could come together and experience a Montessori education.”

Celebrating nearly 20 years of fund raising, April Brown’s Powerhouse Auction Team includes a trio of media personalities and auction professionals, including Mike Brown from ESPN 710 and Neil Scott, update anchor on Sports Radio 950 KJR. April Brown’s Charity Auction World is one of the West Coast’s premier auction services, specializing exclusively in working with non-profit organizations to maximize fund raising.   www.charityauctionworld.com 
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