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December 8, 2015 

 

 

ElderW.I.S.E. Advisor / Advocate 

316 Midland Blvd.  

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

 

Sue@elderwiseadvocate.com 

 

RE: Unpaid Licensing Fees for Use of Registered, Copyrighted Work: “The Dash”  

 

Linda Ellis is the author of the poem, “The Dash” and works derivative of “The Dash.  She owns 

the copyright for the poem which is registered in the Library of Congress, Registration Certifi-

cate: TXu 858-108, as well as various related trademarks.  We have been notified that you have 

used this copyrighted work unauthorized on your website as follows:  

Screen Capture: 12/08/2015 

 

http://www.linda-ellis.com/
mailto:Sue@elderwiseadvocate.com


 

 

Linda’s Lyrics, LLC can find no reference to a license being issued for your use of her copy-
righted work. Accordingly, federal copyright and trademark law affords copyright and 
brand owners, such as Linda’s Lyrics, LLC, the exclusive right to reproduce their works and 
use their brands in any medium. Unauthorized publication of “The Dash” in connection 
with http://www.elderwiseadvisor.com/ constitutes federal copyright infringement pursuant 
to 17 U.S.C. § 202 and is also a violation of state unfair competition laws. 
 
Linda Ellis makes her living as an author and inspirational speaker. She has devoted much 
of her adult life to creating inspirational works, derivatives of those works and delivering 
the messages embodied in them. She has invested countless hours and hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in her brand. Ms. Ellis feels incredibly fortunate to make a living by provid-
ing inspiration, power and self-determination to the public.  For more information about 
Linda Ellis’ copyright protection efforts, visit her web site at:  http://www.linda-el-
lis.com/copyright.html 
 
However, the primary means by which she makes her living (enabling her to deliver her 
message) is from the sales and licensing of books and products containing and related to 
her works. 
 
The Dash poem specifically is the very foundation for which her brand and other creative 
works have been based upon. When others make unauthorized uses of her work, Ms. Ellis 
and her company, Linda’s Lyrics, LLC are damaged especially since each unauthorized post-
ing of her copyrighted work perpetuates continuing illegal distribution.  
 
Rather than pursue legal action for copyright infringement, Linda’s Lyrics, LLC is offering 
the following: 
 
Linda’s Lyrics, LLC is willing to issue a retroactive license for your unauthorized usage of 
the work, provided all requirements below are fulfilled: 
 

 Remove the poem from the Website and any other website in which you own or 
have control; 

 Destroy any material or other literature in your possession, custody or control 
which contains any material portion of the work on the Website or any other web-
site(s) that you own or have control. 

 Pay a retroactive licensing fee of $2,500.00 for the unauthorized use of the work. 
This amount represents the standard annual online posting license fee if permission 
had been granted. 

 
Federal law authorizes copyright owners, like Ms. Ellis, to recover statutory damages of up 
to $30,000.00 for each copyright violation in addition to the recovery of all attorneys’ and 
costs involved in pursuing the copyright violation. 17 U.S.C. §§ 504(c)(1) and 505. If a court 
determines the infringement intentional or “willful,” the law authorizes a court to award 
statutory damages of up to $150,000.00 per copyright violation. 17 U.S.C. § 504(c)(2). 
 
We do not wish to resort to the courts; however, Ms. Ellis has proven that she has, and will, 
protect the value and integrity of her copyrighted works. In the case of Ellis v. Aronson, 
filed in the Northern District of Georgia, Ms. Ellis received a judgment the amount of 
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$269,000.00. 
 
This letter is sent as a compromise to resolve our claims of unpaid licensing fees/copyright 
infringement based on the information we have gathered to date. If the scope of infringe-
ment is different from the information we have gathered to date the retroactive license is 
subject to change. Please contact Linda’s Lyrics, LLC at the number or email below to re-
solve and discuss this issue. If the above steps are not taken, Linda Ellis and Linda’s Lyrics, 
LLC reserve all rights to pursue this matter in the courts to the maximum extent authorized 
under the law at any time without further notice to you. We sincerely hope that a reasona-
ble settlement can be arranged. 
 
Please contact, or have your insurance representative contact Linda’s Lyrics, LLC via email, 
thedashmanagement@lindaellis.net, or telephone, 678-521-6216 within ten (10) days to 
resolve this matter. 
 
We look forward to your timely response. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Linda's Lyrics, LLC 
2146 Roswell Rd. NE 
STE 108-124 
Marietta, GA 30062 
PHONE: 678-521-6216 
 
 
 

 
For more information about Linda Ellis’ copyright protection efforts, 
visit her web site at:  http://www.linda-ellis.com/copyright.html 
 
 
This message is intended only for the use of the recipient to whom it is addressed and may 
contain information that is privileged and confidential. If the reader of this message is not 
the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to 
the intended recipient, you are notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of 
this communication is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email are copyrighted and 
cannot be legally published or posted without expressed permission of the author and cop-
yright owner is strictly prohibited.  

http://www.linda-ellis.com/copyright.html

